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Henry IV to reunite; Robert and Richard took Salerno in
1077 and laid siege to Benevento. Once more, in Lent
1078, the papal ban of excommunication was issued against
them; and though Richard of Capua died and his son Jordan
made his peace with the Pope, Robert Guiscard was still
defiant lie had to overcome a serious revolt of his vassals
in 1070, but in 1080, when the conflict between Gregory VII
and Henry IV was resumed, he was at the height of his power
and determined not to yield any of the conquests he had
made by his encroachments on papal territory,
temporal sovereignty of the Papacy Gregory found,
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» uolh thlucult to maintain and impossible to extend,
His success was entirely in the ecclesiastical sphere, and here
it was both decisive and permanent. Not only did he make
papal authority effective in the parts of Europe (England
alone exeeptcd) where Christianity had long been established,
he extended it also to countries such as Norway, Sweden,
and Poland where Christianity was still fighting its way, and
missionary work was promoted under papal direction.
Further, as Gregory I had been able to welcome and organise
the victory of Orthodoxy over Arianism in Spain, so Gregory
VII was able to welcome and organise the advance there of
Christianity against Mam. It was no small gain that the
new Christian kingdoms abandoned the Spanish and adopted
the Rormm liturgy. Uniformity in ritual was a phase of
the new unity of the Church under papal direction, and marks
another singe in the steady progress towards a complete
pupal headship of the Church. Finally, to realise the full
extent of Gregory's achievements as described in this chapter,
it must be remembered that they were all compassed within
the brief space of six years. During half of the twelve years
of his Papacy he was almost entirely absorbed by the bitter
contest he had to wage with the ruler of the Empire, the
temporal head of Cliristendom,

